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Dear Member: 


A STREAMLINED POST-WAR BUILDING INDUSTRY LED BY SCULPTORS OF ENVIRONMENT ig the 
goal of pioneer work being done by Johns-Menvilie Corporation and ten American univer=- 
sities which now offer four year college courses leading to a new kind of collegs 


degrss. 


The challenge of systematizing the construction industry's hundred varied subdi- 
visions that can be catalogued from Air-Conditioning through Building and Loan Associa- 
tions, Contracting, Financing, Insurance, Landscaping, Plastics, Real Estate, Trade 
Unions, and Wood Preserving, is being met as a major educational task. Johns-Manville 
has formulated a curriculum of fifty subjects to prepare careerists in the industry for 
post-war development of an expanded building market. They range from Accounting and 
Blue Print Reading to Commercial Art, Economics, Government, Industrial Relations, 
Retailing, Sociology, Taxation, and Zoning. It was found that while most universities | 
offer all the subjects, no traditional course of instruction included more than twenty 
per cent of then. 


The job of cutting across several departments to establish all of the courses 
within a new department has been completed by the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, the 
University of Denver, Iowa State College, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Mich- 
igen State College, the University of Minnesota, the University of New Hampshire, New 
York State College of Forestry, North Carolina State College, and the University of 
Wisconsin. Other institutions have the new course under consideration. ¢ 


Pointing out the present need for trained personnel and the opportunities that will 
follow in supplying homes to America's 18,000,000 non—-home~owning femilies, and in.replac- 
ing America's 60,000,000 buildings that are wearing out at the rate of two per cent each 
year, the Johns-Manville Corporation igs actively engaged in interesting high school grad- 
uates in the new training progran. 


This is post-war planning of a high order. If you are advising any of this year's 
crop of college entrants you may want to write the Corporation at 22 East 40th Street, 
New York -City, for a copy of its persuasive brochure, New Career Opportunities in the 
Building Industry. It's well worth reading even if you haven't that kind of responsi- 
bility. 


THES OWNERSHIP OF BLIGHTED PROPERTY in a lower east side area of New York City, 
recently surveyed by the Citizens' Housing Council, is found to be largely in the hands 
of small investors. The twenty-five block area, "ideally located" on the East River, is 
one of the City's worst old-law tenement slums. Half of the 587 properties are losing 
money for the owners. Over one-fourth of them are completely unproductive vacant lots 
or unused buildings, Obsolescence and low return discourage rehabilitation or even main- 
tenance. The only hope for the area seen by the Committee is consolidation of the 587 
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properties into a single ownership for complete reconstruction, *, 


An analysis of ownership indicates that 56.1% of the properties are held by indi- 
viduals, most of whom live on the lower east side region end hold no other property. 
Slightly more than 25% of the properties are hold in the names of building and real 
estate companies. Less than 6% are owned by banks and insurance companies. Approxi- 
mately 4% ere owned by religious or philanthropic associations, and about 8% are held 
by businesses for their own use, 


Facing the obvious inability of present owners to engege in complete reconstruc-~ 

4on, the Committee suggests rebuilding of the area by an urban redevelopment corpora- 

tion authorized by the Urban Redevelopment Corporation Lew of the 1941 New York State 

Legislature, as the type of entrepreneur that would probably be more successful than 
the housing authority, banks, or insurance companies, 


JACOB J., CRANE HAS HECENTLY BEEN MADE DIRECTOR OF URBAN STUDIES FOR THE NATIONAL 
HOUSING AGENCY, Mr. Crane is a construction engineer, a widely experienced city plen- 
ner (in sixty cities and towns of the United States, China, Russia, and Columbia), 
administrator (Assistant Administrator of U.S.H.A., 1938-40, Assistant Coordinator of 
Defense Housing, 1940-42), author, and lecturer, He describes the N.H.A. urbdan stud- ) 
ies now being organized as concerned "two-thirds with urban development problems 
directly related to the war effort, and one-third with the post-war planning of cities." 


INSURANCE COMPANIES SEEKING AVENUES OF INVESTMENT HAVE BEEN INVITED TO CONSIDER 


REDEVELOPMENT OF A SPECIFIC BLIGHTED AREA OF DETROIT, Mayor Edward J. Jeffries has : 
succeeded in interesting a number of potential investors in the 111 acre site bounded 

by Myrtle, Trumbull, Henry, and Fourteenth Streets. Possibilities for rebuilding the 
area under the Michigan Urban Redevelopment Corporation Act have been outlined in a 
report of the Detroit City Plan Commission. The City agrees to vacate existing streets 
and alleys, to widen perimeter streets, and to supply twelve acres for recreational 
purposes within the site. It is estimated that land acquisition costs, wnder this 
arrangement, would be approximately $730,000 to the City and $3,520,000 to the rede- 
velopment corporation. The site is readily accessible from the downtown area and is 

well situated with respect to major highways, It is proposed as an initial operation 

to serve as a nucleus for additional privately financed neighborhood redevelopments,. ) 


WHAT IS THE URBAN AREA TO BE INCLUDED IN A MASTER PLAN? This is the first ques- 
tion to be determined in proceeding to replan for better cities, The artificiality of 
present corporate boundaries establishes the need for planning a wider area, The only 
generally accepted demarcation of an urban area greater than a city is the Census © 
Bureau's definition of the metropolitan district, which includes, in addition to the 
central city, "all adjacent and contiguous civil divisions having a density of not less 
then 150 inhabitants per square mile, and also, as a rule, those civil divisions of 
less density that are directly contiguous to the central city, or are entirely or 
nearly surrounded by minor civil divisions that have the required density." 





The Urban Land Institute has suggested that the metropolitan district, so defined, 
be established as the area for the city plan. Others have suggested "the urbanized 
area" or metropolitan areas determined by a variable definition adapted to each 7 
locality. All of the Institute surveys have taken into account the interdependence of # 
the numerous parts of the metropolitan complex. A resume of comments on the subject = 
from the published reports is presented on Page 3 for review. 
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PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN BOSTON (William H, Ballard): 


There is an entirely needless and destructive compe- 
tition among the various authorities and agencies. 
Full cooperation should take the place of present 
competitive conditions. A County of Boston,to assume 
end continue the present county functions for all 
Metropolitan District members now receiving county 
services, should be formed from portionsof Middlesex, 
Norfolk, and Plymouth counties, Such a county should 
take over all of the present responsibilities of the 
Metropolitan District Commission, thus transferring 
the District services from a state controlled com 
mission to a county authority directly responsible 


to its component units, 


PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN CINCINNATI (Walter S, Schmidt): 


In the satellite communities within 
metropolitan area fire protection requires 


per year higher than in Cincinnati proper. 


higher in the outlying areas, 


the corporate City. 


the extra service costs. 


Legislation is needed to nermit a coordination of 
subdivisions of government, Duolication and overlap- 
ping of effort, waste, and uncontrolled development 


can be eliminated in no other way. 


PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN DETROIT (Carl S, Wells): 


During the decade 1930-1940, in which Detroit's pop- 
ulation increased only 3.5 per cent, the population 
of the areas adjacent to Detroit grew from 315,30 
to 376,202 or 19,3 ner cent, A survey of informed 
that a 
Detroit Metropoliten Area should be created co that 
those persons who do not live in Detroit but use its 
fecilities would make a fair contribution to the 
Hamtranck and 
Highland Park, for exemple,are completely surrounded 
While they pay for utilities furnished 
to them outside of the central city, they make no 
public 
facilities used by their citizens within the City 


local opinion reveals general sgreement 


maintenance of municipal servicos, 


by Detroit, 


contribution toward the sunvort of those 


PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE (A, J. Stewart): 


A recent Act of the General Assembly of Kentucky has 
erented the City of Louisville and Jefferson County 
the authority to establish a combined City and Coun- 
City and County 
authorities are now at work in bringing about this 
highly imvortent consolidation, The possibility for 
a metropolitan Louisville,olanned in its entirety as 
@ cohesive unit, can be of the most far-reaching and 


ty Plenning and Zoning Commission, 


practical value, Civic orzanizations, business in- 
terests, and ell private grouns should stand ready 
to lend assistance to the new azency in meeting the 
numerous difficulties and trying problems that it 


will inevitably encounter as it progresses into this 
worthwhile vrogrem, 


PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN MILWAUKEE (K, Lee Hyder and 


Howard J, Tobin): 


The single close-knit community of Milwaukee now con- 
sists of sixteen separate municivalities within Mil- 


Cincinnati's 
a foe 
equal to $2.00 per $1,000 of assessed valuation. The 
base rate for water is 5¢ per 100 cubic feet higher 
than the city rate. The average gas bill is $5,40 
The ave 
erage electric bill is $12,00 per year more than in 
the corporate City, and fire insurence rates are 
Higher standards in 
police protection, traffic regulation, etreet nainte- 
nance and lighting, protective land use regulation, 
public transportation, and waste collection are main- 
tained in the City. Cincinnati's municipal low cost 
hospitalization is available only to residents of 
Many suburban vroperty owners 
who have taken the time to make calculations based 
on these considerations have discovered that low 
taxes in suburban locations ere more than offset by 
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waukee County immediately adjacent to the central 
City. This multiplicity of local government consti- 
tutes a threat to the fiscal stability of Milwaukee 
end imposes obvious inequities upon its taxpayers 
In it there is also a formideble obstacle to practi- 
cal coordination of governmental control over the 
entire metropolitan area,and to en equitadle sharing 
of the costs of governmental services that benefit 
the entire metropolitan area. 


Legislation should be sought to permit the creation 
of a metropolitan Milwaukee government to furnish wa- 
ter, sewer, sanitary, and health fecilities to the 
entire area, This government should also control all 
streete, sidewalks, bridges, and public ways, recre- 
ational facili‘ies,harbor facilities, refuse collec- 
tion, and similar services. The metropolitan govern- 
ment should administer the planning machinery, land 
yse regulation, suddivision control,and public works 
planning for the complete metropolitan area, 


The existing municipalities within the metropolitan 
erea should remain intact,each with its own legisla- 
tive body and local administration for purely local 
affairs. Each existing municipality should be rep— 
resented in the council of the metropoliten govern- 
ment. The metrovolitan government should have power 
to levy taxes throughout the entire metropolitan 
area for its over-all services, This plan would 
bring about an eouity in taxation by requiringa fair 
contribution from the entire metropolitan area for 
the services shared by the entire area, It would al- 
so permit the revlanning of the entire srea in an 
orderly and sane manner, without disturbing local 
self-government or the local school systems, 


DECENTRALIZATION IN NEW YORK CITY (Robert H, Armstrong 


and Homer Hoyt): 


A consolidation of municipal functions for the part 
of the New York area in New York State only, includ- 
ing New York City, Westchester County, and Nassau 
County, would be beneficial, In this the statutes of 
Virginia may set a pattern. They provide that a city 
may annex ean adjoining smaller city or suburban area 
if it shows to the court beneficial and equitable 
results of such a step, even if a majority of the 
citizens in the smaller locality object. A further 
step of utmost importance is suggested by Virginia 
law. County and city government should not overlap 
but should be mutuaily exclusive. There is no need 
fora sevarate county government with its added costs 
in the city. 


PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN PHILADELPHIA (Richard J. 


Seltzer): 

A steadily expanding area outside the City lines, 
more than seven times as large as the area of the 
City proper, is neopled-with families whose income 
is secured in Philadelvhia enterprise, who do the 
larger part of their buying in Philadelphia, who are 
patrons of the City's higher educational institu- 
tions, who are Philadelnhians in every respect ex- 
cept the matter of residence, 


The tributary communities of the metropelitan area, 
and the veople who inhabit them, enjoy the adiventags 
of high speed transportation to and from the City, 
but they contribute nothing to the cost of operating 
the City, with the exception of the 13 per cent wage 
tax recently levied on all wages earned in Philadel- 
phia, 


The City, in building and permitting to be built, 


high sveed transportation lines showed lack of fore- 
sight in not arranging with communities outside the 
City, who actually receive the greatest benefit fron 
these facilities, to merge into the City proper. In 


the final analysis, what would be the position of 
Upper Darby, Montgomery County, York Roed Section, 
Lower Merion Township, and like communities, if it 
were not for the City of Philadelphia? 
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MORE ABOUT REBUILDING LONDON is contained in a recent report that official respon- 
sibility for overall planning has been assigned to Professor Patrick Abercrombie, on 
Adviser on Architecture to the London County Council. The City of London and the Lon- ? 
don County Council are preparing separate provisional redevelopment plans. <A recent 
statement before the House of Lords by Lord Portal, Minister of Works and Buildings, 
indicates that Professor Abercrombie will determine the precise srea to be included 
in the comprehensive plan end coordinate all planning work. In addition to the pro- 
visional plans being prepared by the two great municipal bodies of the London area, 
the Royal Academy of Arts, under the chairmanship of the eminent architect, Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, has developed robuilding plans, not yet published but described as “remark~ 
able! which, it is expected, will be assimilated in the comprehensive plen. (For a 
description of the plan proposed by the Modern Architectural Research Group, see News 
Bulletin No. 8). 


Thus the task of Prefessor Abercrombie corresponds to that given to Sir Christo- 
pher Wren, who redesigned the City of London after the great fire of 1666, The new 
plan, however; must be conceived on a vast scale to provide an urben pattern for 
10,000,000 citizens spread over:a far wider area than the square mile @ealt with in 
Wren's plen. Observers believe that it will reach out to include "dormitory" towns 
as distant as Aylesbury end Bedford which lie forty and fifty miles, respectively, 
from central London. The policy of the government is to begin new construction from 
the heavily bombed center of the City, and to proceed outward in the establishment of 
new satellite centers to accomnudate large segments of population removed from the 
central area as it is rebuilt. 


London's notorious East Ind is being regarded as a suitable area for redevelop- 
ment in garden apartinents to accommedate not only the manual workers who were formerly 
housed there, but also thousands of the City's clerical workers. 


Professor Abercrombie has recently been interrupting his teaching in town plan- 
ning at London University to direct rebuilding work at Plymouth and Dublin. This 
offers the basis for hope that he will be more successful in replanning London than 
his historic predecessor, whose plan was not followed although its general merit has 
never been questioned. 


URBAN LAND INSTITUTE REPORTS ARE BRING STUDIED BY AUSTRALIAN PLANNERS, Leslie M. 
Perrott, F.R.I.B.A., FR.A.I.A., Vice-President of the Yow Planning Association of 
Australia, writes us that an increasing interest in urben decentralization is develop-— 
ing in Australia, and requests ULI reports for use in the work of his Association. The 
reports also go regularly to active members of the Institute in Cenada and Hawell. 


, 


Sincerely yours, 


CMe. saa 


Director 








